Closing the knowledge and the “know-do”’ gap

for better TB transmission control via

GHDonline

Objective

Infection control is essential to the management of tuberculosis, but is
very challenging to implement in resource-constrained settings (RCS)
where professionals often work in isolation with little access to readily
available practical information or expert advice.

We will demonstrate how hundreds of practitioners representing a
variety of organizations have created a vibrant virtual collaboration
space on GHDonline: the TB Infection Control Community
http://www.ghdonline.org/ic/, where they share proven practices,
access lists of trained international consultants, engage in problem-
solving, and address challenges to control the transmission of TB.

Methods

GHDonline (http://www.ghdonline.org) is the virtual platform of the Global
Health Delivery (GHD) Project. Health providers around the world have a
wealth of practical knowledge but typically work in isolation, with little
opportunity to learn from the experiences of peers or share their own
best practices. Meanwhile, the Internet has revolutionized the

TB Infection Control Community:
Impact

The TB IC Community (TB IC) aims at disseminating and improving TB
transmission and infection control practices, with specific attention to the
following key areas: administrative and engineering control mechanisms,
facility design, recommended manufacturers and suppliers, and personal
respiratory protection.

Expert moderators guiding the community:

» Edward Nardell, MD, Associate Professor, Harvard Medical School;
Associate Professor, Harvard School of Public Health; Senior Physician,
Division of Global Health Equity, Brigham and Women'’s Hospital;
Partners in Health, Boston, MA, USA

» Paul A. Jensen, PhD, PE, CIH, Captain, U.S. Public Health Service,
Engineer Director, Division of Tuberculosis Elimination, National Center
for HIV, STD, and TB Prevention, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, Atlanta, GA, USA

* Grigory Volchenkov, MD, Head Doctor, Vladimir Oblast TB Dispensar,
Tomsk, Russia

» Martin Yagui, MD, Instituto Nacional de Salud, Lima, Peru

As of June 9, 2009, 714 professionals representing 328 organizations
and institutions across 91 countries collaborate in TB IC. Cross-
community collaboration is shown by the high number of GHDonline
members who both joined the Drug Resistant TB and the TB IC
communities: 430.

Sophie Beauvais, Edward Nardell, MD, Rebecca Weintraub, MD

Global Health Delivery Project, Harvard University

Discussion 2: TB Infection Control at home
http://www.ghdonline.org/ic/discussion/infection-control-at-home/
Question to the community: TB Infection Control interventions for TB
treatment at home

Member typology: A Program Director for a NGO in Lesotho
Discussion typology: 27 replies, with 18 replies in less than 72 hours;
10 countries and 12 organizations represented

Outcome: Concise and practical guidelines for TB IC interventions for
outpatient TB care in RCS
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I would greatly appreciate any advice or references that you may have. Thank you very much.

The Leon Lowenstein Foundation, The Schooner Foundation, private donors.
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For more information, please visit http:/www.globalhealthdelivery.org
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